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	GETTING AROUND

Taxi Driver GIVES A GREAT TOUR OF NEW YORK CITY…. but not in a cab!
(It is done in a nice comfortable brand new van)

He may be on his cell phone with a BBC reporter when you flag him down. He'll give you the skinny on New York en route to The Plaza. And he'll swing by Coney Island on the way to LaGuardia, just so you can see it. This is one cab driver you wish you'd land.
by Nancy Branka – SkyGuide GO –The American Express Travel Magazine

Peter Franklin has been driving a cab in New York City for 30 years. For the last 15 years, he's also been a radio personality on 400 stations and networks in 71 countries. For just about as long, he's run a colorful tour company. And he has something to say to travelers who think a cab driver is just a schmuck trying to rip them off.
Put the phrase “gabby cabby” into a search engine (like google).

Franklin's radio career began one day in the mid-'80s when he stopped to pick up a fare near Wall Street. A BBC World Service journalist hopped in and asked for an interview, explaining he wanted to talk with a "typical" cab driver. Franklin's tell-it-like-it-is response: "I'm not typical—I speak English." The "Gabby Cabby" was born. 

The radio work doesn't pay much, but Franklin clearly enjoys the notoriety and uses the publicity to market his tour business. "The radio is a lot of fun, but I figured out early in the game how I can get something out of it," he explains. The exposure from the radio pulls in business for his tour company, like the two elderly Canadian ladies whom he'd just shown around the city—they couldn't visit New York without meeting the Gabby Cabby. 

Franklin’s most popular tour is a personal eight-hour insider's trip around New York. (Book a tour or get details at http://www.gabby.com/.) "I like to get people on the first day they're in New York," he says. "That way I can teach them how to use the subway and advise them on the rest of their trip." 

Tours are completely tailored to interests of the individuals. If you mention your favorite TV show is Seinfeld, he makes sure the group grabs a hamburger at the Seinfeld restaurant. If your grandmother lived in the Bronx, he suggests detouring to track down the house she grew up in. If you're interested in ceramics, the tour stops in Harlem to see a woman creating ceramics in her studio. 

And then there's the payoff for the Gabby Cabby: "Nothing thrills me more than getting the hugs and kisses at the end of the tour."
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